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a protracted period while he engaged himself in an
agreeably leisurely mannei with digging up the road.
He was not only a practical joker, for he was very
witty in conversation and something of a dilettante.
With all his gifts he combined a forceful and vivid
personality, which usually made a strong, though
not always an entirely favourable, impression upon
those with whom he came in contact.

Miss Cole had a good deal of her brother's gaiety
and charm, without the addition of its masculine
assertiveness. She made a very pleasing impression
upon Neville Chamberlain, who at the time of meet-
ing her had reached the age of thirty-seven without
having lost bis heart to any one of the opposite sex.
He had reached therefore the age at which bachelors
tend to remain single. But in his case fate decreed
otherwise. Miss Cole in her turn was attracted by
the unassuming brother of the famous politician,
in whom a longer acquaintance revealed those
reserves of character which have since become
apparent to an ever-widening public. In 1911, six
years after they had first met, they were married,
the bridegroom then being in his forty-third year.
It is interesting to note that Sir Austen Chamberlain
was not married until the same age, while Joseph
Chamberlain had been fifty-two at the time of his
third marriage.

The Chamberlain marriage has been a supremely
happy one, and the steady calm of their domestic
life has been unruffled through all the turbulent
storms which have assailed Mr. Chamberlain's period
of public life. Mrs. Chamberlain has been a great
success both as a wife and as a consort to a leading
statesman. Her success in the second capacity could
perhaps have been less easily and less confidently
anticipated than her success in the first. She has
comparatively little of the grande dame about her,